viewing  ihe  ^  ^ 


February  15~t8 

Th«  Arab  M«rg«rs 

The  map  of  the  Near  East  was  re¬ 
drawn  in  February. 

Two  weak  Arab  states — once  part  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire  and  created  by 
France  and  Britain  out  of  mandated 
territories — gave  up  the  struggle  for 
independent  existence. 

Syria  was  virtually  annexed  by 
Egypt.  The  two  formed  the  United 
Arab  Republic,  with  Col.  Nasser  as 
president.  Paper  plebiscites  ratified  the 
merger. 

Jordan,  vulnerable  to  pro-Nasser 
pressure,  sought  refuge  in  the  arms  of 
Iraq.  The  Iraq-Jordan  federation  will 
have  a  unified  policy  on  foreign  affairs, 
defense,  finance  and  education.  It  is 
headed  by  King  Faisal  of  Iraq  but, 
unlike  the  UAR,  each  state  retain^  its 
sovereignty,  the  capital  shifting  from 
Baghdad  to  Amnun  and  back  every  six 
months. 

The  federation  saved  Jordan,  for  the 
time  being.  The  ex-Mufti  of  Jeru¬ 
salem,  who  now  resides  in  Egypt,  was 
pressing  a  proposal  that  Nasser  extend 
an  invitation  to  the  “Independent  Arab 
Government”  of  Gaza — a  move  calcu¬ 
lated  to  bring  about  seccession  and  war. 

Arab  “unity”  was  the  slogan  which 
stimulated  the  two  federations.  But 
the  immediate  outlook  is  one  of  grow¬ 
ing  rivalry  and  cleavage. 

At  the  outset,  Nasser  politely  con¬ 
gratulated  the  rival  federation.  But 
within  a  few  days  he  was  in  conflict 
with  both  the  federation  and  Sudan, 
saying  in  Damascus  on  Feb.  26: 

“The  false  federation  they  established 
to  stand  against  the  Syrian-Egyptian 
onion  will  be  Mown  away  by  the  winds 
like  ashes,  and  I  am  sore  Arab  unity 
will  sweep  the  entire  Arab  nation, 
whether  they  like  it  or  not,  because 
this  is  the  will  of  the  Arab  people  in 
every  country.” 

Moscow  had  no  hesitation  in  endors¬ 
ing  the  Cairo-Damascus  merger.  It  was 
the  first  to  recognize  the  new  state. 
But,  in  contrast^  the  Soviet  newspaper 
Trud  attacked  the  Iraq-Jordan  federa¬ 
tion  as  an  obstacle  to  Arab  unity. 
(Continued  on  page  7$) 


The  Fight  for  Mutual  Security 

Never  before  has  Washington  witnessed  so  impressive  a  bi-partisan 
demonstration  as  the  conference  which  opened  the  Administration's 
campaign  for  the  new  Mutual  Security  Program  on  Feb.  25. 

More  than  1,200  Americans  responded  to  the  invitation  of  former 
Ambassador  Eric  Johnston.  They  heard  a  distinguished  galaxy,  in¬ 
cluding  President  Eisenhower,  former  President  Truman,  Vice- 
President  Nixon,  Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  Secretary  of  State  Dulles,  Allen 
Dulles,  many  others. 

This  demonstration  did  not  herald  the  launching  of  a  new  or 
spectacular, or  expanded  program.  By  comparison  with  former  years, 
the  Administration’s  request  is  modest.  If  there  was  criticism,  it  was 
that  the  amount  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  growing  Communist  eco¬ 
nomic  threat. 

The  Administration  is  requesting  $3,942  million,  as  compared  with 
$3,865  million  last  year  —  and  $8,500  million  in  1951.  Last  year  Con¬ 
gress  cut  more  than  a  billion  dollars.  The  summoning  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  reflects  the  administration’s  fear  that  Congress  will  again  slash 
its  request. 

Between  1950  and  1953,  the  Administration  asked  $30  billion  for 
mutual  security.  In  the  next  four  years,  it  asked  less  than  $16 
billion  and  Congress  voted  less  than  $12  billion.  The  bi-partisan 
campaign  is  an  effort  to  reverse  this  downward  trend. 

Opponents  now  ar^e  that  the  country  can  not  afford  to  give 
away  money  abroad  during  an  economic  decline.  But  almost  80  cents 
out  of  every  so-called  “foreign  aid”  dollar  is  spent  in  U.  S.  industry 
and  agriculture,  providing  about  600,000  jobs.  Thus  a  cut  would 
actually  further  depress  the  economy. 

But  the  primary  purpose  of  the  program  is  not  to  bolster  business. 
It  is  to  defend  the  U.  S.  by  expanding  and  equipping  the  forces  of  our 
allies,  by  strengthening  their  economies,  by  providing  military  bases 
and  by  ensuring  the  friendship  of  the  peoples  where  those  bases  are 
situated.  But  that  is  not  all. 

The  Marshall  plan  dramatically  rescued  and  preserved  free  Europe 
after  World  War  II.  Now  there  is  renewed  consciousness  of  the 
importance  of  economic  aid  as  the  USSR  increases  economic  penetration 
of  Asia  and  Africa. 

The  new  U.  S.  program  allocates  $1,800  million  for  military 
assistance,  $835  million  for  deunw^  support.  The  amounts  for  economic 
and  technical  assistance  —  most  of  it  in  loans  —  include:  $625  million 
for  the  new  development  loan  fund,  $212  million  for  special  assistance, 
$164  million  for  technical  co-operation.  There  is  a  contingency  fund 
of  $200  million  and  $106  million  for  all  other  purposes.  Thus  our  total 
for  economic  aid  for  the  entire  world  is  little  more  than  the  $760 
million  which  the  Soviet  Union  is  providing  for  Egypt  and  Syria  alone. 

Opponents  of  the  program  point  to  waste  in  administration.  But 
these  costs  are  infinitesimally  small  compared  to  the  bill  the  U.  S. 
would  have  to  pay  if  it  abandoned  alliances  and  overseas  defenses  and 
if  it  permitted  the  Soviet  Union  to  alienate,  subvert  and  eventually 
dominate  our  friends  around  the  world. 

Congress  is  frankly  skeptical.  The  Administration  faces  a  tre¬ 
mendous  struggle  on  Capitol  Hill. 
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International  Blackmail 
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The  Arab  Leagiie’s  boycott  and 
blockade  ia  now  directed,  not  only 
againat  Israel  but  also  against  any 
American  enterprise  that  does  business 
with  Israel,  as  well  as  against  any  busi¬ 
ness  owned  by  Jews. 

Boycott  Protostod 

A  report  which  branded  the  boycott 
as  "political  and  economic  aggression” 
which  keeps  the  Near  East  in  a  "state 
of  near-war,  continually  threatening 
world  peace  and  stability”  was  circu¬ 
lated  in  Washington  last  week  by  the 
presidents  of  17  major  Jewish  organi¬ 
sations. 

"While  the  boycott  lasts,  interests 
vital  to  America  are  jeopardised.  On 
political,  economic  and  moral  grounds, 
it  must  therefore  be  resisted  by  the 
U.  S.  government,  by  American  busi¬ 
ness  and  by  American  public  opinion,” 
the  organization  presidents  asserted. 

"The  Arab  boycott  of  Americans  is 
international  intimidation ;  it  thrives  on 
appeasement  and  capitulation.  We  are 
confident  that  Americans  deplore  the 
Arab  boycott  and  will  want  to  resist 
this  impairment  of  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  American  citizenship. 

"We  are  confident,  too,  that  if  the 
U.  S.  govemnwnt  would  strongly  op- 
I>ose  this  inte''national  black^il  and 
medieval  bigotry,  the  Arab  boycott 
against  Americans  inevitably  would 
end.” 

How  If  OporcitM 

The  report  makes  the  following 
diarges: 

The  Arab  League  publicly  blacklists 
companies  that  invest  or  do  business  in 
Israel  or  license  patents  for  Israel  use. 

American  vessels  and  planes  that 
stop  in  Israel  ports  are  denied  permis¬ 
sion  to  call  at  Arab  ports  or  fiy  over 
Arab  territories.  No  American  may 
enter  an  Arab  land  from  Israel  except 
on  official  business. 

Most  Arab  countries  refuse  visas  to 
Jewish  travellers.  Saudi  Arabia  will 
not  allow  ARAMCO  or  other  conces¬ 
sionaires  to  employ  Jews. 

Despite  the  adoption  of  a  Senate 
resolution  condemning  religious  dis- 
crhnination  against  Americans  by  for¬ 
eign  countries,  in  July  1966,  Saudi 
Arabia  has  prevailed  upon  the  U.  S.  to 
screen  American  military,  diplomatic 
and  civilian  personnel  so  that  no  Jew 
is  assigned  to  the  U.  EL  airfield  at 
Dhahran.  "As  a  result,  American 
Jews  are  no  longer  equally  protected 
in  their  rights  of  citizenship.” 

The  Arab  League  has  circulated 
questionnaires  to  chambers  of  commerce 
and  to  business  firms  inquiring  whether 
specific  companies  employed  Jews  or 
were  controlled  by  them. 


Racord  of  Rosistonco 

"Holland,  France  and  Switzerland 
have  denounced  the  Arab  boycott  and 
have  instructed  their  nationals  not  to 
answer  such  questionnaires.  West  Ger¬ 
many  has  refused  to  yield  to  Arab 
threats  to  cease  business  with  Israel. 

"Our  own  government,  however,  thus 
far  has  taken  no  public  stand  against 
the  boycott,”  the  report  said. 

The  report  reveals  that  Syria  goes 
so  far  as  to  boycott  phonograph  records 
of  musicians  like  Jascha  Heifetz  and 
Yehudi  Menuhin,  and  that  Danny  Kaye 
was  barred  from  entering  Arab  lands 
although  on  a  UNICEF  mission. 

American  Christians  are  also  targets 
at  the  American  base  at  Dhahran.  They 
may  not  publicly  practice  their  religion 
or  display  the  symbols  and  insignia  of 
their  faith,  or  maintain  chapels. 

Instead  of  protesting  the  boycott  re¬ 
strictions  on  American  enterprise,  our 
government  has  notified  American  ship¬ 
pers  of  the  regulations  of  the  boycott 
office  and  the  U.  S.  Navy’s  military  sea 
transport  service  has  advised  American 
tanker  owners  that  they  will  have  to 
foot  the  bill  for  extra  expenses  if  their 
tankers  are  blacklisted  and  barred  from 
Arab  ports. 

In  the  past  year,  the  Arab  League 
has  blacklisted  some  25  companies  in  19 
countries  and  coerced  60  others  into  dis¬ 
continuing  or  not  undertaking  commer¬ 
cial  relations  with  Israel. 

However,  a  number  of  firms  have  re¬ 
fused  to  yield  to  the  boycott  and  have 
been  blacklisted.  American  companies 
which  have  been  boycotted  because  they 
refused  to  capitulate  include:  Air  Elec¬ 
tric,  American  Biltrite  Rubber,  Chemi¬ 
cal  Construction,  Continental  Import 
and  Export,  Elliot  Import,  Emerson  Ra¬ 
dio  and  Phonogrraph,  Empire  Brushes, 
General  Shoe,  General  Tire  and  Rob¬ 
ber,  Herman  Hollander,  Hudson  Pulp 
and  Paper,  International  Latex,  Jac- 
qued  Torczyner  and  Co.,  The  Lock  Joint 
^pe.  Holler  Dee  Textile,  National 
Plastics,  P.E.C.  Diamond,  Pilot  Radio, 
The  Plough  Sale,  Sindair  A  Valentine, 
United  States  Near  East  Laboratories, 
Willys-Overland. 

Thas*  Surrandarad 

But  some  companies  have  suspended 
business  operations  in  lAuel. 

Thus,  the  American  Express  Com¬ 
pany  opened  offices  in  Israel  In  August 
1960  b^use  of  the  increase  in  tourists 
visiting  Israel.  It  closed  in  Feb.  1966, 
although  more  Americans  visited  Israel 
in  1966  than  in  any  year  since  1960. 

The  Brown  and  Williamson  Tobacco 
Corporation,  which  produces  Viceroy, 
Kools  and  Raleigh  cigarettes  began  re¬ 


fusing  orders  from  Israd  importers  in 
March  1966.  The  report  says  that  the 
company  admitd  that  this  capitulation 
was  due  to  Arab  pressure. 

Major  American  and  British  oil  com¬ 
panies  have  yidded  to  the  boycott. 
These  include  Standard  Oil  of  N.  J., 
Standard  Oil  of  Calif.,  the  Texas  Co., 
Socony  Mobil  Oil,  Shell  Oil,  and  British 
Petroleum.  The  surrender  to  the  boy¬ 
cott  has  taken  these  forms: 


Syria’s  disappearance  from  the 
international  scene  will  not  be 
mourned  among  Western  delegations 
at  the  UN,  for  that  coontry  was 
notoriously  hostile,  and  in  1957  it 
had  a  unique  distinction.  It  voted 
less  with  the  U.  S.  than  even  the 
USSR. 

An  analysis  of  the  voting  at  the 
UN  last  year,  made  public  by  the 
"Chronicle  of  UN  Activities.”  shows 
that  Syria  voted  with  the  U.  S.  15 
times,  against  the  U.  S.  35  times, 
and  abstained  23  times  —  the  most 
anti-U.  S.  record  of  any  Arah  state. 

The  report  shows  that  next  to  the 
Soviet  bl^  the  Arab  League  agreed 
with  the  U.  S.  leasL  Iraq,  the  sde 
Arab  member  of  the  Baghdad  Pact, 
voted  46.1%  of  the  time  with  the 
U.  S.  Other  Arab  League  members 
have  the  following  record:  Lebanon, 
42.1%;  Libya,  38.2%;  Jordan,  30.3% 
Sudan,  26A%;  Egypt,  25.0%;  Sao^ 
Arabia,  23.7%;  Yemen,  23.7%; 
Syria,  19.7%. 

However,  the  Iraqi  position  de¬ 
teriorated  daring  the  year.  Its  per¬ 
centage  of  agreement  with  the  U.  S. 
was  18.6%  leas  than  in  1956. 

It  will  come  as  a  surprise  that 
Saudi  Arabia,  supposed  to  be  Amer¬ 
ica’s  friend,  was  farther  from  the 
U.  S.  than  CoL  Nasser’s  EgypL 

Israel  moved  closer  to  the  U.  S. 
in  the  last  year.  It  voted  with  the 
U.  S.  57  times,  against  the  U.  S.  only 
4  times,  and  abstained  14  times. 

Of  the  22  new  countries  admitted 
to  the  UN  in  the  last  two  years, 
eight  voted  with  the  U.  S.  on  more 
than  half  the  roUcalls.  These  were: 
Austria,  Finland,  Ireland,  Italy, 
Japan,  Malaya,  Portugal  and  Spain; 
while  14  supported  the  U.  S.  leas 
than  half  the  time.  These  were: 
Albania,  Bulgaria,  Cambodia,  Ceylon, 
Ghana,  Hungary,  Jordan,  Laos, 
Libya,  Morocco,  Nepal,  Rumania, 
Sudan  and  Tunisia. 


The  flow  of  oil  from  Iraq  to  the  Haifa 
petroleum  refinery  has  never  been  re> 
■umed  rince  1948;  the  refinery  has  not 
been  used  to  its  full  capacity;  the  Tap¬ 
line  pipeline  to  Haifa  was  never  built; 
major  companies  have  refused  to  send 
tankers  to  Israel  through  the  Sues; 
major  companies  have  withdrawn  from 
marketing  in  Israel  and  declined  to  en¬ 
gage  in  oil  exploration. 

The  operation  of  the  International 
Wheat  Agreement  has  been  affected  by 
tite  boycott  because  Arab  League  states 
refused  tb  ship  their  American  wheat 
in  blacklisted  vessels  or  to  buy  wheat 
fiom  American  exporters  who  are  Jews 
or  who  have  dealings  with  Israel.  This 
increases  shipping  costs. 

“Our  government  has  declined  to  take 
the  necessary  administrative  legisla¬ 
tive  or  diplomatic  action  to  end  this 
discrimination.  In  effect,  therefore,  the 
U.  S.  submits  to  the  operation  of  the 
Arab  boycott  and  Americans  are  taxed 
for  a  wheat  subsidy  plan  from  which 
they  are  barred,"  the  report  states. 

Much  of  what  the  report  describes  is 
not  a  new  story.  But  it  is  obvious  that 
the  situation  has  grown  worse  and  gov¬ 
ernment  action  is  long  overdue. 

Signers  of  the  report  are : 

Dr.  Philip  S.  Bernstein,  Chairman 
Amducan  Zionist  Committb  fob 
Pimuc  Affaibs 
Mrs.  Moise  S.  Cahn,  President 
National  Council  of  Jewish  Women 
Benjamin  H.  Chasin, 

National  Commander 
Jewish  Wab  Vetbians  of  the  U.  S. 
Pinchas  Cruso,  Chairman, 

Central  Committee 
Labob  Zionist  Oboanization  of 
Ambuca 

Dr.  Maurice  N.  Eisendrath,  President 
Union  of  Ambucan  Hebbew 
Congbbgations 
Moe  Falikman,  Chairman 
Ambucan  Tesjic  Union  Council  fob 
Labob  Isbael 

Moses  I.  Feuerstein,  Prraident 
Union  or  Obth(M)ox  Jewish 

CONOBBGATIONS  OF  AMBUCA 
Dr.  Miriam  Freund,  President 
Haoassah,  The  Women’s  Zionist 
Obganoation  or  America 
Dr.  Israel  Goldstein,  President 
Ambucan  Jewish  CoNotsss 
Mrs.  Rose  L.  Halprin,  Acting  Chairman 
Jewish  Agency  fob  Israel 
Adolph  Held,  Chairman 
Jewish  Labor  Committb 
Bemath  L.  Jacobs,  President 
United  Synagogue  of  America 
Philip  M.  Klutsnick,  President 
B’nai  B’rith 

Rabbi  Irving  Miller,  Chairman 
Ambucan  Zionist  Council 
Dr.  Emanuel  Neumann,  President 
Zionist  Organization  or  Ambuca 
Rabbi  Isaac  Stollman,  President 
Mizrachi-Hafoel  Hamizrachi 
David  L.  Ullman,  Chairman 
National  Community  Relations 
AonsMiY  CouNca 
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TIm  ThomiMon  Column 

In  recent  years.  Miss  Dorothy 
Thompson  has  led  a  small  coterie  whose 
attitude  toward  Arab  military  dictators 
recalls  the  appeasement  line  of  the 
Cliveden  set  toward  Hitler  in  England 
in  the  1930's. 

In  the  foreword  to  Colonel  Nasser's 
book.  Miss  Thompson  hailed  him  as  a 
“too  naive  .  .  .  patriotic  idealist  .  .  . 
pure,  faithful  and  brave,"  remarkable 
for  his  “absence  of  personal  egotism 
and  power-lust.” 

She  has  sought  to  justify  his  ambi¬ 
tions,  to  explain  his  antagonism  to  the 
U.  S.  and  to  minimize  his  collaboration 
with  Moscow.  She  smears  supporters 
of  U.  S.  policy  as  people  impelled  by 
“concerns”  which  “are  not  primarily 
American."  She  alone  carries  the  flag 
and  so  she  is  her  own  secretary  of 
state.  She  whips  off  cables  to  foreign 
governments  and  in  her  Feb.  18  column 
she  prints  her  congratulatory  message 
to  Nasser  and  his  cabled  acknowledge¬ 
ment: 

“May  God  guide  our  steps  aright 
toward  the  achievement  of  justice  and 
peace  throughout  the  world.  I  send 
you  my  best  thanks.” 

Miss  Thompson  decodes  this  polite 
message  as  follows: 

“This  cable,  though  addressed  to  a 
private  American  citizen,  is  but  one  of 
many  overtures  towards  America  ema¬ 
nating  from  Arab  leaders  in  the  last 
few  years  all  of  which  have  been  re¬ 
buffed  —  for  no  reason  that  has  ever 
been  officially  stated,  beyond  the  fact 
that  Egypt  and  Syria,  having  vainly 
tried  to  get  modern  arms,  commercial 
products  and  capital  goods  from  here, 
eventually  and  reluctantly  turned  to 
the  East." 

Miss  Thompson’s  statement  is  untrue 
and  unfair  to  our  own  country.  The 
U.  S.  repeatedly  offered  Eigypt  arms 
and  economic  aid.  But  Nasser  wanted 
than  on  his  own  terms  and  without  re¬ 
gard  for  the  requirements  of  U.  S. 
law.  For  its  pa^  Syria  always  re¬ 
jected  our  offers  of  aid. 

• 

The  facts  were  publiriied  in  May 
1966,  after  the  Special  Study  Mission 
to  the  Middle  East  of  the  House  For¬ 
eign  Affairs  Committee,  headed  by  Rep. 
Clement  2Ud>locki  (D)  Wis.,  investi¬ 
gated  the  Egyptian  charge  that  it  had 
to  buy  arms  from  the  Soviet  bloc  be¬ 
cause  U.  S.  conditions  allegedly  im¬ 
pinged  on  its  sovereignty. 

The  Mutual  Security  Act  stipulates: 
“That  the  President  shall  have  received 
commitments  satisfactory  to  him  that 
such  equipment,  materisds,  or  services 
are  required  for  and  will  be  used  by 
such  nation  solely  to  maintain  its  in¬ 
ternal  security,  its  legitimate  self- 
defense,  or  to  permit  it  to  participate 


in  the  defense  of  the  area  of  which  it 
is  a  part,  or  in  collective  security  ar¬ 
rangements  and  measures  consistent 
with  the  charter  of  the  United  Nations, 
and  that  it  will  not  undertake  any  act 
of  aggression  against  any  other  state." 

The  committee  reported  that  on  Dec. 
10,  1962,  the  U.S.  and  Egypt  concluded 
an  arms  purchase  agreement.  In  it 
Egypt  agreed  not  to  relinquish  title 
to  or  possession  of  these  arms,  to  use 
them  only  for  internal  security,  and 
not  to  undertake  any  act  of  aggression. 
Here  is  the  record  of  the  subsequent 
negotiations,  according  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  report: 

Febma^  1953:  llie  U.  S.  and  Egypt 
open  discussion  on  details  of  sale  of 
U.  S.  military  equipment.  Arms  de¬ 
liveries  are  deferred  pending  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Suez  differences  between 
the  U.  K.  and  Egypt. 

July  1953:  The  U.  S.  advises  Egypt 
that  it  will  give  firm  commitments  to 
provide  military  and  economic  assist¬ 
ance  simultaneous  with  the  signature 
of  an  agreement  in  principle  on  the 
Suez  base. 

August  2,  1954:  Separate  draft  agree¬ 
ments  on  economic  and  military  aid 
were  handed  Egypt  by  the  U.  S.  am¬ 
bassador  in  Cairo  six  days  after  the 
Suez  agreement  was  initialled. 

August  SO,  1954:  Egypt  informs  the 
U.  S.  that  it  had  decided  not  to  request 
military  aid. 

October  1954:  Egypt  indicates  to  the 
U.  S.  its  desire  to  resume  negotiations 
on  military  aid.  Discussions  follow. 
January  1955:  Egypt  refuses  to  sign 
standard  type  grant  military  assistance 
agreement  under  the  Mutual  Security 
Act.  However,  moderate  arms  pur¬ 
chase  requests  were  promptly  filled  by 
the  U.  S. 

June  1955:  Egypt  raises  with  the  U.  S. 
the  question  of  purchasing  additional 
arms. 

June  22,  1955:  U.  S.  informs  Egypt 
that  specific  requests  for  purchase  will 
be  considered  under  terms  of  the  1962 
agreement. 

June  30,  1955:  Eigypt  submits  a  list  of 
arms  desired.  The  question  of  financ¬ 
ing  is  taken  under  diseussion. 
Septeasber  1955:  No  decision  had  been 
reached  on  Elgypt's  request  for  special 
financial  terms  by  the  time  the  Egirp- 
tian  Czech  arms  deal  is  announced. 
U.  S.  suspends  active  consideration  of 
the  earlier  Elgyptian  request. 

The  cmnmittee  commented:  “The 
proposed  grant  military  assistance 
agreement  was  in  no  sense  an  alliance, 
as  some  Arab  leaders  have  contended. 
Egypt  was  not  asked  to  agree  to  any 
special  provisions  which  have  not  been 
fully  accepted  by  other  frimidly  gov¬ 
ernments  signing  such  agreements.  The 
provisiims  are  specified  in  the  Mutual 
Security  Act  of  1954.  They  required  no 
secret  undertakings  and  maintained 
complete  recognition  of  the  sovereignty 
of  recipient  states." 

• 

Obviously,  Nasser  wanted  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State  to  ignore  the  lawB 
enacted  by  Congress. 
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Would  Miss  Thompson  hsTe  franted 
Nssscr’s  request?  Evidently  she  would 
have.  Yet,  within  24  hours  after  her 
Feb.  18  column.  Miss  Thompson  wrote 
another  column  deploring  the  alleged 
misuse  of  American  arms  by  our  allies. 
And,  almost  seeming  to  answer  herself, 
she  said:  “To  arm  sovereign  states 
without  previous  agreement  on  political 
policies  makes  us,  however  remotely, 
a  party  to  every  dispute.”  Which  is 
precisely  why  the  Department  of  State 
was  Justified  in  rejecting  Nasser’s  un¬ 
warranted  pressure  for  an  exception  in 
his  favor. 

(In  this  same  column.  Miss  Thomp¬ 
son  makes  the  astounding  claim  that 
“American  arms  enabled  Israel  to  in¬ 
vade  Sinai”  —  although  everyone  knows 
that  the  U.  S.  rejected  Israel’s  plea  for 
arms..  Elqually  sensational  —  and  ab¬ 
surd  T—  is  her  declaration  that  Israel 
“has  been  pressing  for  A-bombs”  in 
London.) 

Miss  Thompson  has  a  right  to  criti¬ 
cize  American  foreign  policy.  But  when 
she  circulates  Nasser’s  principal  propa¬ 
ganda  themes,  she  foiifeits  our  confi¬ 
dence.  In  the  field  of  foreign  policy, 
a  journalist  must  be  especially  scrupu¬ 
lous  lest  he  confuse  the  American 
people  and  comfort  hostile  governments 
on  issues  affecting  national  survival. 

the  netea 

continued 

It  said  that  the  federation  was  in¬ 
spired  by  Washington  and  London  in 
response  to  the  Syrian-Egyptian  union 
and  quoted  a  Syrian  newspaper  to  the 
effect  that  the  federation  was  formed  to 
save  Hussein’s  “decaying  regime.” 

The  Cairo  press  charged  that  Israel 
had  been  consulted  before  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  federation,  that  in  effect 
it  links  Jordan  to  the  Baghdad  Pact, 
that  Washington  planned  to  settle 
most  of  the  Arab  refugees  in  Iraq,  and 
that  in  contrast  to  the  Syrian-Egyptian 
union  it  was  not  a  “pure  Arab  federa¬ 
tion.” 


Iraq  denied  that  withdrawal  from 
the  Baghdad  Pact  was  a  condition  of 
the  federation.  The  Iraqi  ambassador 
to  Turkey  insisted  that  his  government 
“will  not  cease  exerting  every  effort 
to  strengthen  the  Baghdad  Pact.” 

Jordan  reacted  by  renewing  threats 
and  attacks  against  Israel.  One  Israel 
soldier  was  killed  in  ensuing  border 
clashes. 

In  Israel,  Premier  David  Ben-Gurion 
expressed  concern  about  both  federa¬ 
tions,  pointing  out  that  Iraq,  which 
has  never  sigrned  an  armistice  agree¬ 
ment  with  Israel,  might  now  send  its 
troops  to  menace  Israel’s  eastern  fron¬ 
tier,  that  both  federations  openly 
threaten  Israel’s  existence  and  are  led 
by  military  dictators  “who  by  nature 
are  bound  to  expand,  to  attack  and, 
rather  than  do  things  for  their  own 
people,  to  try  to  win  public  favor  by 
acts  of  enmity  against  other  peoples.” 

He  reaffirmed  his  readiness  to  discuss 
peace  or  at  least  non-aggression  pacts 
with  the  Arabs  at  any  time. 

Unlike  the  USSR,  Washington  main¬ 
tained  a  detached  attitude.  If  the  U.  S. 
welcomed  the  Hiusein-Faisal  alliance 
as  a  check  to  Nasser’s  ambitions  and 
as  a  pro- Western  instnunent  to  combat 
the  Soviet-backed  UAR,  it  was  careful 
not  to  trouble  the  young  kings  by  a 
blessing  that  would  have  added  fuel  to 
Nasser’s  fire.  Raymond  A.  Hare  was 
named  U.  S.  ambassador  to  the  UAR. 

Yemen  embarrassed  the  UAR  by 
wanting  to  join  while  preserving  its 
medieval  monarchy.  But  no  other 
Arab  state  appeared  eager  to  abandon 
its  independence.  Bahrein  indicated  that 
it  might  be  interested  in  federation 
with  Iraq,  but  Iran,  which  claims  the 
sheikhdom,  said  it  would  refuse  to  rec¬ 
ognize  such  a  move.  For  the  time  be¬ 
ing  Lebanon  and  Saudi  Arabia  will  re¬ 
main  aloof. 

But  the  N.  Y.  Times  reported  from 
Lebanon  that  Christian  leaders  fear 
that  the  union  will  stimulate  a  Moslem 
movement  endangering  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  only  Christian  Arab  state. 


Meanwhile,  top  officials  of  Jordan 
and  Iraq  went  to  Saud  Arabia  to  invite 
it  to  join  their  federation. 

Clash  with  Sudan 

The  UAR  plebiscite  precipitated  a 
clash  between  Egypt  and  the  Sudan. 
Boundaries  are  never  firmly  fixed  or 
recognized  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Egypt  claimed  all  territory  north  of 
the  22nd  parallel,  and  wanted  to  con¬ 
duct  the  plebiscite  in  a  disputed  area 
of  several  thousand  square  miles.  But, 
for  the  last  61  years,  this  area  has 
been  administered  from  Khartoum,  and 
the  Sudanese  claim  it. 

Sudan  appealed  to  the  UN  Security 
Council  to  stop  Egypt,  but  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  when  Nasser  agreed  not 
to  press  his  claims  until  after  the 
Sudanese  election  this  month.  The 
UN  urged  the  disputants  to  settle  their 
differences  by  direct  negotiation. 

Nasser  denied  sending  troops  or  tak¬ 
ing  hostile  action,  but  Khartoum  re¬ 
ported  that  it  had  arrested  60  Egyptian 
soldiers  and  seized  the  Nile  River 
steamer  on  which  they  were  trying  to 
enter  the  country. 

Sudan  Premier  Abdullah  Khalil 
warned  that  his  country  would  fight, 
and  renewed  his  appeal  for  UN  action 
to  halt  Egypt.  Emperor  Haile  Selassie 
of  Ethiopia  offered  to  mediate  the  dis¬ 
pute.  Sudan  became  independent  in 
January  1966,  but  union  with  Egypt  is 
favored  by  some  political  parties. 

Mediation  for  Tunis 

The  UN  Security  Council  put  off 
discussion  of  Tunisian  charges  against 
France  after  hearing  that  the  two 
countries  had  accepted  the  “good  of¬ 
fices”  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  U.  K.  Deputy 
Under  Secretary  of  State  Robert  Mur¬ 
phy  was  given  the  task  of  mediating 
the  dispute. 

Crux  of  the  issue  is  Tunisia’s  insist¬ 
ence  that  the  Algerian  question  must 
be  raised  in  the  Murphy  talks.  France 
won’t  agree. 
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